
  

 

ST. MARY’S FISHERMAN 

 Casting our Nets for Christ  

 
Summer 

2020 

“Worship the Lord in the beauty of  
holiness.”(Psalm 96:9a) 

 
Regathering for Worship 

 Outdoors Effective  
Sunday, June 21, 2020 

 

In the past two weeks or so, a number of studies 
and projections by respected epidemiologists 
suggest that gatherings outdoors present a  
significantly reduced risk as compared with  
indoor gatherings. The risk doesn’t disappear 
by gathering outdoors, but it is reduced. In 
light of that emerging information, we have   
adjusted our guidelines and protocols. 
 

Please note that no congregation must begin to 
offer outdoor worship. Some cannot, given the 
size and location of your property. Some 
should not, given age or other risk factors for 
clergy and faithful members. Some may choose 
not to exercise this option because it would not 
include everyone. 
 

All who choose this option may begin worship 
outdoors on June 21st, following the guidelines 
that you received. As you did with the option to 
live-stream or record worship from the church 
building, please send an email to                   
bishopsoffice@thediocese.net outlining your 
plans to protect those who come to worship. 
These guidelines for the foreseeable future will 
also apply to outdoor weddings and funerals. 
Once you receive permission for outdoor    
worship, you will not have to write for          
permission for each outdoor wedding or funeral. 
 

Here are the guidelines to make this safe as 
well as joyful:  
1) Cloth face masks keep our germs to          
ourselves – please do wear one!  
2) Six feet apart – Household groups or solo        
individuals will be seated six feet apart.  
3) Hold the handshakes. For the time being, we 
acknowledge each other with waves or other 
warm gestures, but save the handshakes and 
hugs for when it is declared safe to do.  
4) Paper or projection, yes. Hymnals or Prayer 
Books, no. Since we’ll be outdoors and since 
there is still a possibility that books and     
hymnals will carry germs, there will be paper 
orders of services that will be recycled at the 
end of the service, or if it will work in daylight, 
the order of worship can be projected on a 
screen.  

(continued page 3) 

Priest’s Message 

Ten Tips for Coping with Coronavirus:  

A spirituality for strange times 

Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the 
founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing with 
the Covid-19 crisis.  
 

Already we have seen examples of people behaving                 
irresponsibly in panic buying or hoarding, ignoring social    
distancing or hand washing or sanitizing and by not wearing 
masks. Others dream up conspiracy theories and some even 
spiritualize the problem as a divinely sent plague, naively     
believing that religious faith alone will protect them from     
contracting the virus. However, we have also seen examples of 
great heroism (especially from front line staff and caregivers), 
good will and courage. The light of God’s love will always   
overcome the darkness. 
 

St. Ignatius Loyola was a survivor, he survived a major life-
threatening injury, convalescence, life begging on the road and 
times of great uncertainty. He developed an approach to ‘living 
through difficulty’ based on his experience and using certain 
rules of thumb. Based on these insights, please use these        
reflections and practical advice to help you move through this 
time within God’s love and peace. 
 

Ten Ignatian Tips for Coping with Coronavirus: A   
spirituality for strange times 
 

1. Living in the real  The first thing is to accept this new   
reality which has overtaken us. This is a painful transition as 
we try to hang on to the past, finding such radical change 
hard to accept. Things that we took for granted such as  
shaking hands, socializing and even going to school or work 
have radically altered. The Ignatian catchphrase ‘Finding 
God in all things,’ challenges us to find peace in inhabiting 
this new, unasked for reality. The primary thing therefore is 
to accept the new reality or ‘new normal.’ Different rules  
apply and all of us are asked to change our behavior to      
protect ourselves and crucially to protect others, especially 
those classed as vulnerable or with an underlying health 
condition. It’s a no brainer that medical science has to       
dictate our approach, even given that the medical                
institutions are also scrambling to get a handle on this too. 
Now is not the time for private theories, alternative           
approaches or untested methods. See the Center for     
Disease Control (CDC) website for up to date health 
and protection advice. 

2. Face your fears  Though fear, anxiety, and worry are nor-
mal responses to the current situation, it’s important to not 
let them take over. Fear is not a good counsellor or guide, 
taken to its extreme it is crippling and immobilizing.          

(continued page 2) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus.
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2. Ignatius recommends acting directly against unhelpful 
forces such as fear that can motivate us to make poor 
decisions. His term for this is ‘agere contra,’ which 
means ‘to act against.’ The key thing to get here is that 
Ignatius is urging us to push back, to be proactive and 
not to give up. This could be summed up as: ‘feel the 
fear and do the best thing anyway.’ Contemplate your 
mortality and the fragility of life that this crisis points 
to. The paradox is that accepting this fact allows us to 
really live and to act appropriately. Every day is a gift, a 
loan from the future. It’s a miracle that we exist at all. 
Normally we are so busy ‘living’ that we take the gift of 
life for granted. We are held and loved by the divine. 
Take a moment to let this life-giving realization sink in. 
There is nothing to be afraid of. In fact, we have a 
chance to put our affairs in order here, to take stock, to 
acknowledge failures and triumphs, and to see the hand 
of the Spirit here. Reflect on the question posed by poet 
Mary Oliver, “What will you do with your one wild and 
precious life?” 

3. Avoiding extremes  Extreme situations tend to bring 
out extreme reactions. One extreme is to be so         
overwhelmed that you are almost paralyzed with fear 
and incapable of practicing sensibly the recommended 
guidelines for dealing with this virus. The other         
extreme is the temptation to deny or to underestimate 
the risk involved. You can maybe feel ‘bulletproof’ as a 
young person or apathetic and demotivated as an older 
person. In both cases the unhelpful question, ‘what do I 
care?’ may be driving your actions. In between the two 
extremes is the space that most of us are called to     
inhabit. There we can take all the precautions            
necessary and find a way of ‘living within the limits’ 
that has self-care balanced with concern for others. The 
goal is acceptance of the situation and taking reasonable 
responsive measures, hopefully being able to find 
meaning and purpose in this new reality. Ignatius uses 
the word ‘discernment’ to underline how to make good 
decisions. This involves taking time, being aware of the 
pull of the extremes and trying to find more reasonable 
options. It also includes carefully weighing choices,  
getting advice and evaluating outcomes. 

4. Focus on the light  One of the central Christian     
insights is that when darkness is all around, we are 
called to keep faithful and focused on the light, no   
matter how dim it seems. Remember the dynamic of 
the Cross. In moments of darkness and apparent    
abandonment, God works most powerfully. God is with 
us in the mess of things. The joy of the Resurrection 
always follows the anguish of the Cross. It’s important 
to recognize we still have choices here and how we act 
is important. We need to take responsibility and act 
wisely, without being paralyzed by fear or alternatively, 
driven by a rash impulsivity (panic buying for            
example). There are now new opportunities for          
solidarity, supporting others and building community. 
Ironically, smartphones and social networking present 
perfect solutions to ‘distancing’ while being able to     
communicate in a way that people feel your presence.  

5. Keep yourself in balance  In times of crisis or 
storm, it is really important to anchor yourself so that 
you don’t get blown about by the winds. Ignatius      
recommends keeping your eyes on the path, one step at 
a time, moving steadily on. It’s the image of a journey 
or pilgrimage where you attend to your feet and trust in 

the trail. This means getting all the basics right – rest, 
structure, diet, exercise, appropriate socializing and 
keeping oneself busy. The problem with this time of 
great social upheaval is that people can become scared, 
upset and irrational. We can get distracted from getting 
the basics right, taking our eyes off the road to look at 
the storm. It is understandable that this would happen, 
but we also have the power to take control of our own 
behavior, and our physical and mental well-being. This 
means paying attention to our basic human needs and 
responding in a healthy way to them. 

• Eat well, avoid snacks and junk food.  

• Get some exercise, avoid long periods of sitting    
around. 

• Stay connected with people, don’t get too isolated. 

• Try to make good use of your time by putting new 
structures and habits in place.  
This is challenging but not impossible, normally it           
takes 6-7 weeks to set up a new routine. Setting up good 
habits will see us through. Take it gradually, walk one 
step at a time, but keep moving.   

6. Assess your weak points  Ignatius advises us to 
shore up our defenses when under attack, remembering 
that it is our weaknesses or vulnerabilities that are   
often exploited. He uses the image of a castle under 
siege. The invaders don’t storm the main gate but look 
for an unguarded back door or a crack in the wall. This 
sort of health crisis stirs up deep fears in us about lack 
of control, breakdown of structures, etc. It can easily 
fuel our existing weaknesses of worry, obsession and 
extreme behaviors (think of how someone with OCD 
could be overwhelmed with contamination fears). A 
useful Ignatian rule of thumb is to work out what your 
weak points are and to address those first. For example, 
acknowledging that I am fearful or anxious by nature 
allows me to address these concerns first. This is      
empowering. I now have a strategy. I don’t have to fix 
everything, just enough to block the ‘holes.’ Perhaps 
you may need to use psychological techniques like   
Cognitive Behavior Therapy (CBT) that asks whether 
certain thoughts are reasonable. Or you might use    
concentrated prayer to bring God’s grace to bear on an 
old wound.   

7. Real prayer  This is a time for prayer. Prayer is a   
natural response to uncertainty and loss of control. It 
allows us to be in communication with the divine. It 
empowers us to act and live without fear. Prayer can be 
as simple as a conversation or dialogue with the creator, 
the source of our being. The key is to bring the whole of 
our selves to God, including all our fears and worries, 
and ask for help and guidance. Give it all to God, all the 
fear,  worry,  and  concern.  This  can  be  difficult  as we 
want  to  be  in  control.  It  is  hard to ask for help when 
modern culture rubbishes the idea of divinity and        
anything other than the solitary individual existing in a 
material world. However, there is something else going 
on here in these extraordinary times. The precariousness 
of life is being revealed to us. Our inter-connectedness 
and need for community is becoming clear. There is a 
call for us to embrace our limited humanity and our 
need for a higher love. This is not a theory or a concept, 
this is an experience. Try it and see what happens.  

8. Focus on what you can do While there are many 
things  you  clearly   cannot   do   without   contravening    

(continued page 3) 
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5) Sound system helps outdoors. It’s more difficult to hear 
in an open space, so have an amplifying system so that the 
celebrant can be heard.    

6) Bathrooms open with sanitizing. Let’s have a plan to 
provide access to toilets. While your service may be short, 
when nature calls, it will not be denied. 
Bathrooms must be sanitized before and after the service, 
and should be wiped down between each user. You may 
need a “bathroom usher” to ensure that people who are 
waiting keep distant from one another and do not enter 
before the bathroom is wiped down.  
7) Inclement weather? Have a plan. Perhaps if the weather 
report is ominous, you won’t have an outdoor service, so 
make sure there’s a way to let parishioners know. If it’s a 
sudden and unexpected weather event, going into the 
church building is not an option, so make sure parishioners 
know that they will go to their cars if it happens. If it is 
very hot and sunny, attendees might want to consider if 
the risk of heat exhaustion or even heatstroke is too high 
for them to safely participate.  
8) Tents open on all sides - If you are conducting a service 
under a tent, keep tent flaps up to maintain maximum  
airflow going. It’s so much safer.  
9) Solists only, choirs later - While we can’t have choral or      
congregational singing, there’s no reason why a soloist, 
properly distanced, couldn’t sing, with an accompanist.  

10) Eucharist, yes! Distribution of the elements, no! 
(Sorry, friends. We miss it, too.) Morning Prayer and    
AnteCommunion are also viable options.  
11) Coffee Hours remain virtual. After the service, go home 
with a warm glow and have your coffee and muffin there. 
You might schedule a Zoom virtual coffee hour for when 
you get back to your own house.  
12) Post-service cleaning - After the service, if persons 
have not brought their own chairs, please sanitize your 
chairs using an EPA/CDC-recommended disinfectant.  
13) Drive-in services, no. Online worship, YES! We  
strongly encourage the continuation of online services to 
serve the whole of those who have grown to appreciate 
that option.  
14) Permission to use public spaces - If you are considering 
using public space like a park for outdoor worship, please 
do check in with the proper authority that has control of 
that public space to be sure it’s permitted.  
Email your plans to the Bishop’s Office.  
Please discern if this is right for your congregation with 
your Vestry. If so, please send an email outlining your 
plans to bishopsoffice@thediocese.net. We will review it, 
reaching out to you with any questions that may arise, and 
then send you an  acknowledgment. 

8. official guidelines, there are many other things that you 
can do safely. See this crisis as an opportunity to       
improve yourself, be a better person and help others. 
Don’t dwell on negativity and fears. Try to move into 
gratitude, being thankful for small things. Take a      
moment at the end of each day to look back and see the 
moments of light that can only be seen with hindsight 
and reflection. Developing gratitude is a powerful     
antidote to negativity and apathy. There are a number 
of examples of positive actions that people are already 
doing. So you can: 

• Check in on neighbors, especially the old and vulnerable. 

• Keep yourself fit and well, watch your diet and keep a 
healthy balance, get out in the fresh air. 

• Make good use of your time, take up new hobbies. 

• Use this as an opportunity to build or strengthen         
relationships with family and friends. 

• Figure out what you can offer to this situation. 

• Everyone has a gift or talent, something to offer to others. 
        Pray with the problem, focus on the solution.  
9. The greatest good There is a dilemma in game theory 

whereby a game is set up such that a lone player gets a 
small reward for acting selfishly, whereas if all the  
players cooperate, they get a much greater joint        
reward. This is exactly the situation that we face now. 
Acting selfishly by stockpiling and protecting only   
oneself is a limited strategy. Everyone knows that the 
only way this will work in the long term is if people  
cooperate. ‘There is enough food for everyone’ is the 
mantra from the stores, but only if people act in a     
restrained and responsible way. This is sobering but 
true. We all need to hold our nerves and cooperate in 
order to make good use of food and medical facilities. 
We need to cooperate and support each other for what 

will probably be a long haul over some months. Reaching 
out and doing something for others takes the focus off 
ourselves and benefits both the giver and the receiver. 
Ignatius says “love shows itself in deeds more than 
words.” The impact of a word, text or prayer for another 
in these exceptional times cannot be underestimated.  

10. Making good decisions  Now more than ever we 
need to be sure we make good decisions. Some of the 
key aspects of the health advice we are given require 
good decision making. We note if we are showing certain 
symptoms for example and decide about getting       
appropriate medical help or testing. Also, crucially, we 
have to protect others by our responsible behavior and 
even through our absence in some cases. Some of the 
Ignatian rules for discernment are helpful here: gather 
as much information as you can, make good, unbiased 
judgments about situations and people, and act in    
responsible and socially ethical ways. Inevitably, there 
will be people who we will be faced with complex and 
challenging decisions that involve other people, including 
some who may be medically vulnerable. They will need 
to be able to take advice, consult wisely and decide with 
clear heads. For all of us, it’s especially important not 
to panic or be ruled by emotions. Though understandable 
in this unprecedented situation, strong emotions can 
be unhelpful in good decision making. What can be 
helpful is to imagine a set of pros and cons, to act as 
your own devil’s advocate, and to try to find imaginative 
solutions to problems. St Ignatius cautions in times of 
stress that we shouldn’t reverse any previous solid   
decisions, and to be careful about being panicked into 
making rash ones. 

http://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/?
fbclid=IwAR0BgKkK3vsTaCvIvYQTek9QGQnU1_dsJoq3LZ4gk
9H0EmdEWQdPbP1Kh-s 

http://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/?fbclid=IwAR0BgKkK3vsTaCvIvYQTek9QGQnU1_dsJoq3LZ4gk9H0EmdEWQdPbP1Kh-s
http://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/?fbclid=IwAR0BgKkK3vsTaCvIvYQTek9QGQnU1_dsJoq3LZ4gk9H0EmdEWQdPbP1Kh-s
http://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/?fbclid=IwAR0BgKkK3vsTaCvIvYQTek9QGQnU1_dsJoq3LZ4gk9H0EmdEWQdPbP1Kh-s
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Remembering those who have gone before us to light our way. 
 

June 29th  
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles 

We remember the apostles Peter and Paul. These two are an unlikely pair of early 
Christian leaders. Their paths certainly took them in different directions. Peter was 
based out of the church in Jerusalem, teaching and preaching in the Jewish        
Synagogues, whereas Paul traveled over land and sea to Greece and Turkey,    
bringing the teachings of Jesus to outsiders, Greeks, Pagans and Romans. Their 
different opinions more than once divided the church. Peter believed Jesus’    
teachings were especially and first of all for the Jews, until he had a dream in 
which the Holy Spirit showed him a radically new way of understanding about who 
and what is and is not unclean. Paul was a powerful, educated Jew and Roman   
citizen, but after he met Jesus Christ and was struck blind, so that his eyes could be 
opened to something radically new about his understanding of God through  Jesus 

Christ and his life’s purpose. Each struggled in their own way with living a life of faith and sharing that 
faith with others in the way they lived.   
 

Christianity was small potatoes when compared to the great religions of Rome, Athens and Egypt. How 
could a gospel of self-denial and service to others long survive in a world of creature comforts, self     
awareness, and greed? 
 

Paul tried to teach Timothy, a new and zealous convert, that the most demanding discipleship is not the 
battle with evil and darkness. The more difficult work and the greatest threat to the gospel and to our faith 
in God, is recognizing the evil decked in light. 
 

Jesus’ message to Peter came during a strange interchange between them about feeding sheep as an       
expression of love and service. This teaching comes right after Jesus and Peter have eaten breakfast by the 
sea. Doesn’t it seem a bit odd that Jesus would instruct Peter to feed his sheep when both of them had just 
satisfied their own appetites? Might Jesus be reminding Peter, and us, that ministry is always more        
difficult when we are comfortable and satisfied with the way things are? Our refusal to live into God’s will 
instead of our comfort is the choice of evil and death. Discerning through prayer and study God’s will, and 
choosing to move into the unknown mystery of God, brings life. 
 

God’s light shines in the darkness of our comfort and  satisfaction and the darkness does not overcome it, 
but lost among the lights the star is hard to see. Those who would follow must look with care or be lost. 
 
July 4th Independence Day 

In Hebrews we read: “They did not keep thinking about the country they had left.” 
(Hebrews 11:15, TEV) 
 

The story of the Hebrews from the time and call by God to Abraham has been a 
great journey over and through many countries. In America we call that the pioneer 
spirit and we celebrate the men, women, and children who were compelled by    
circumstances so desperate that they left everything behind, family, homeland, 
friends, community, language, and culture, to strike out into the unknown for 
something better. Religious freedom, poverty, war, famine, and oppression literally 
gave them the courage to strike out across the seas to find sanctuary in another 
place. Their survival depended not only upon their ability to embrace the new and    
challenging things awaiting them in the wilderness; their survival depended, as well, 
upon their letting go of all that was behind them. They not only had to let go of the 
warm memories of love and home, but they also had to let go of despair,   anger, 
and fear, which were some of the very emotions that energized their pioneer spirit.   
 

While we manage our lives through COVID-19, we too encounter unfamiliar territory. It doesn’t feel       
secure; there is no perfect GPS to show us the way through our spiritual, emotional, and social wilderness. 
And yet, the wilderness of this pandemic, and the many challenges we face, require courage and faith, just 
as our ancestors had courage and faith during their challenges of taming a land new to them.   
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Birthdays 

 
And 

 
Anniversaries 

 
 

Birthdays: 

 

Nick Slaughter, July 18 

Orry Harrison, July 20 

Ellie Roberts, July 20 

Will Biddlecomb, July 22 

Charlie Biddlecomb, July 26 

Bett Harrison, July 28 

Lee Harrison, July 30 

Alice Sparks, July 31 

Jeremy Harrison, August 2 

Charles Williams III, August 9 

Paige Biddlecomb, August 22 

Tommy Slaughter, August 24 

Kristine Stables, August 28 

 

 

 

Anniversaries: 

 

June 2, Judith & Michael DeGroot 

June 24, Alice & Paul Sparks 

June 24, Kristine & Scott Stables 

July 23, Mike & Ellie Roberts 

August 16, Emory & Janet Lewis 

August 29, Arnold & Betty Gasper 

 

Those ancestors were models for good in many ways for us, 
and they made some mistakes that we can learn from as well, 
if we are willing to follow Jesus’ teaching of self-denial and 
service, loving and respecting the dignity of our neighbor as we 
have been loved and saved by God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Let’s remember those who have gone before us to establish a 
place where each person has an opportunity for freedom and   
respect, but is also willing to deny self for the good of the 
whole community and nation, by  serving others with respect 
and love. 
 
August 6th The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

This day holds a very special place in 
my life and journey. It is the day my 
husband died, passing through that 
mysterious portal from life into life. I 
can describe the events of that day, but 
somehow it is only through art and 
poetry and metaphor that the depth 
and its unexplainable mystery can be     
described.   
 

I think it was like that for the disciples 
too. The story of the Transfiguration is 
an artistic struggle to give voice to an         
intangible insight. Just before this  

unusual event, Jesus asks his            followers, “Who do the 
crowds say that I am?” Their response is everything from 
John the Baptist to Elijah. Then Jesus asks them, “But who do 
you say that I am?” Peter answers, “The Messiah of God.” It is 
then that Jesus explains to them the  expectations of the mes-
sianic mission, selflessness, duty to others, even unto death. 
 

If I were Jesus, I would have been considering resigning at 
that point. The disciples certainly weren’t looking for some-
one to give up his life on a cross, but for someone to overpow-
er Rome and build Israel into a great nation again.   
 

But it is on the mountaintop that Moses and Elijah speak to 
Jesus in sight of the disciples, and God emphatically             
proclaims from the cloud, “This is my Son, my Chosen.” 
 

It was after this very strange experience that Jesus                
understands in a new and deeper way God’s will and purpose 
for him. He knew his purpose and what was demanded of 
him; he knew he was loved and chosen by God. It was that 
knowledge that gave him his authority, and was the core of his 
integrity. Any shadow of doubt he had about his particular 
place in God’s will and purpose were replaced by the clear 
light of assurance. 
 

That transfiguring light, that blinding flash of insight, is    
available to open any person who is willing to trust in God’s 
love and one’s place within God’s household, of one’s worth as 
a child of God. It is to illuminate life in such a way that that 
light of life is passed from person to person, until God’s whole 
creation is celebrated, and the world is ablaze with the glory of 
God, and God’s voice resounds, “This is my world, my         
Creation, my Chosen.” 



6 

 

(Reprint from email of June 15) 

 

June 15, 2020  

 

Dear St. Mary’s Church Parishioners:  

 

As you are aware, our Priest-in-Charge, The Rev. Sandi Mizirl, has retired, but will remain at St. Mary’s as 

we search for a priest to replace her. As part of our search, we have formed a Transition Committee. The  

Transition Committee has the responsibility of guiding the church’s efforts to find a new priest.  

 

A part of the Committee’s work is completing a revised Church Profile. This Profile will be provided to 

priests interested in serving at St. Mary’s, and gives them a very short description of our church, our  

congregation, and some of our expectations for a new priest.  

 

The Committee decided that it would be worthwhile to have all church members review the Profile for   ac-

curacy, and also to ensure that it describes the most important aspects of our church. Attached (following 

on page 4) for your review is the Profile. We are looking for your comments and  

suggestions regarding it. Please pay particular attention to the qualifications and the  

expectations the church has for a priest. You can send your comments back to me, or you 

may drop off written comments at the church office. We do appreciate any input you may have re-

garding the Profile.  

 

Bud Bolger  

Member, Transition Committee  

 

A prayer for our search for a new Priest-in-Charge 
 

Gracious and Loving God, we give you thanks for this family of St. Mary’s and for this  

time of transition and the opportunities that lie ahead of us. Help us O God, to trust in  

your wisdom and direction and teach us to recognize the sound of your voice as we take  

time to listen for your leading. Pour upon us as a discernment group and a church family,  

an abundance of your Holy Spirit, that with clear minds and open hearts, we, trusting  

not in our own understanding, recognize the ways we will grow in faith, unity and love  

as we trust you in this process. We pray also for the person whom we will call to be our  

next Priest-in-Charge. Protect and guide your servant as we find our way to each other.  

May the grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ surround us and guide us this day and  

forever more. Amen.  

 

A prayer while we are unable to have communion at the altar 
 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all  

things, and desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive you  

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were  

already there and unity myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 
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St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church 
Fleeton, Virginia 
Join Our Celebration 

 
Who We Are 

The first service of what was to become St. 

Mary’s, Fleeton was conducted on October 27, 

1907, when 10 Episcopalians  gathered in  what 

was  known as lower St. Stephens Parish to 

worship and celebrate the glory of God. Prior to 

the call of its first rector, The Reverend Lewis 

Carter Harrison, services were conducted by 

seminarians from Virginia Theological Seminary 

in abandoned schoolhouses in the general 

Reedville area. On April 10, 1913, Bishop Robert 

A. Gibson presided over services consecrating 

what is now known as St. Mary’s Fleeton. The 

full history of St. Mary’s and much more can be 

found on our website: www.stmarysfleeton.org. 
 
 

We remain a small church of approximately 

fifty-seven families with 24 pledges for 2019. 

The composition of the  congregation leans  

toward the senior side of the age spectrum,   

consisting of friendly folks representing various 

walks of life and previous professions. Despite 

our general senior status, we retain the desire to 

embrace the spiritual and intellectual challenge 

that could be provided by greater numbers of 

younger members and children. 

 
Our Mission 

St. Mary’s Fleeton Episcopal Church is a     

community of faith and fellowship, an open and 

welcoming congregation that is nurturing and 

supporting of one another. We respect and   

embrace the various backgrounds and spiritual 

paths of our congregants and neighbors. We 

share our gifts and talents to minister to the 

needs of our surrounding community as a     

reflection of God’s grace and unconditional 

love. 

 
Our Values 

We provide a haven for spiritual needs of all 

who are searching for traditional worship,   

fellowship, a strong family feeling and an interest 

in community ministries. The sense of family is 

so warm, welcoming, and intimate at St. 

Mary’s; parishioners often express a sense of 

personal ownership, remarking that this is “my 

church.” 
 

We possess a charitable, mission-oriented    

attitude in doing what can be done for individuals 

within the church, and for members of         

surrounding communities. 
 

We embrace change in a traditionally fair 

minded and open fashion, but with a modest, 

conservative,and cautionary approach. 
 

We subscribe to a sense of humility and      

tolerance characteristic of the Episcopal 

Church. 

 

We Praise God through music. This is a very 

strong point in our church. Despite our small 

number, we are blessed with an enthusiastic 

choir, directed by a highly talented musician. 
 

We practice positive norms in our life together, 

by: 

By listening to one another, 

By collaborating with one another, 

By being civil to one another, 

By accepting each other’s differences,  

By being kind to one another, 

By sharing with one another,  

By welcoming everyone, 

By affirming one another,  

By engaging one another, 

By practicing humility in all things. 

 

Our Search 

Spirituality is very important to this congregation. 

General fellowship and other social aspects are 

also highly notable values. A unique characteristic 

of St. Mary’s Fleeton is the wide recognition of 

our need for a Priest-in-Charge possessing a 

collaborative approach. This individual should 

lead by working with and respecting the      

congregation, an individual who demonstrates 

sensitivity and possesses the experience to  

communicate and build consensus within the 

congregation at a comfortable pace. This is in 

contrast to an individual who might move too 

quickly, without sufficient communication with 

the Vestry and the congregation. We seek a 

priest who is able to comfort and minister to the 

needs of the individual church members, and, at 

the same time, provide visibility and leadership 

for St. Mary’s in the larger community. The new 

priest will be expected to play a major role, in 

partnership with the Vestry, in increasing our 

stewardship and fundraising abilities and attracting 

younger parishioners and families with children. 
 

Additional qualifications suggested by parishioners 

included: 

A priest who will “love us” 

An appreciation of the Chesapeake lifestyle 

Receptive to, and understanding of, varying 

points of view and spiritual needs. 

 

Compensation and the Bottom Line 

St Mary’s Fleeton seeks a part-time Priest-in- 

Charge. The individual should provide a source 

of motivation, particularly in terms of growing 

the church, stewardship and fundraising. The 

compensation package we are offering totals 

$40,000 per year. 

 

What We Do in the Church and in the 

Community 

 

Services 

St. Mary’s conducts a single service each Sunday 

at 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School is held 

concurrently with the main service, and a nursery 

is available for children up to three years of age. 

A lively coffee hour provided by volunteers 

follows the service. 
 

Members take particular pride and interest as we 

approach the Christmas holidays. We begin in 

early December with a “trim the tree” night that 

includes a potluck supper, ornament making and 

singing of carols while the tree in the parish hall 

is decorated. We welcome the community to our 

beautiful Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

services. Lenten activities include a popular 

Shrove Tuesday supper and Ash Wednesday 

service. Holy Week observances include those 

on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good  

Friday and Easter Sunday. 

 

Institutions and Activities 

St. Mary’s Thrift Shop. St Mary’s has operated 

an outstanding thrift shop for more than 60 

years. Located just five miles up the road in 

Lilian, this living institution has provided high 

quality merchandise at very affordable prices to 

the greater Reedville community. Often referred 

to as the “Lilian Shopping Mall” by locals, the 

thrift shop is strongly supported by the         

congregation and provides a major source of 

church income. 
 

Episcopal Church Women. This is another   

institution that receives enthusiastic backing 

from parishioners. Their charity and volunteer 

work is well known and respected throughout 

the area, providing a big boost to our outreach 

effort. 

 

Blessing of the Fleet. This is an annual event 

unique to the Reedville area, which serves as 

one of the major commercial fishing ports in the 

country. Our church has traditionally served as 

the lead and director of the event. The priest at 

St. Mary’s serves as the master of ceremonies. 
 

Oktoberfest. An enthusiastic community and 

major fundraiser event featuring authentic    

German food, oompah music, children’s      

activities, bake sale and the Tapping of the Keg. 
 

Other widely supported activities include: 

Meals on Wheels program 

Friday Night at the Movies 

The Lenten supper program 

Annual church picnic 

St. Mary’s Men Service Group 

Blessing of the Animals 

Food bank 

Quilters 

BBQ 

 

Come And Join Us! 

Thank you for your interest and we welcome 

your participation in our search for a new    

Priest-In-Charge. If you are considering this 

position or desire further explanation of        

anything discussed in this brochure, please feel 

free to contact Search Committee at: 

stmarysfleeton@gmail.com 
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   Prayers for the People 
 

Michael DeGroot, Anne Haynie and family, Sally White, Richard Clark, 

Ray Rogers, Jean Hudnall, Winifred Delano, Alene Robinson, Ada  

Williams, Lois Hett, Donald Freund, Sydney and Lee Dunn, Mike and 

Ellie Roberts, Paul Carey, Claire Michie, Chas Rowe, Linda Booth, and 

Judy Jett. 

PLANS TO REOPEN THRIFT SHOP UNDERWAY 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Mary’s Thrift Shop has been closed since March 12, 2020. We are hoping 

to safely reopen it on Thursday, July 2nd. Whether we can open on that date and what our business hours will 

be depend upon how many of our volunteers will be willing to return to work at that time. It is currently       

anticipated that we will be open three days a week – Thursday through Saturday. Although we will be closed 

Monday through Wednesday, volunteers will be at the shop on those days to accept and process donations.   
 

Some of the new safety measures and restrictions that will be in place upon reopening are:  
 

• Only eight customers at a time allowed inside 

• Mandatory face coverings for customers and volunteers (free paper masks available) 

• Hand sanitizer with promotional signage upon entering and throughout the shop  

• A plexiglass safety shield at the counter  

• Floor markings and signage throughout the shop to promote social distancing 

• Donations accepted Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesday only (when no customers are in the shop) 

• Disinfection of donations 

• Frequent cleaning and disinfection of high touch areas 

• Rubber gloves available for volunteers 

• Strict enforcement of “Employees Only” restroom policy 
 

During the months the shop has been closed, volunteer 

Dawn Hedgpeth and I have been working there at least one 

day a week, to put the above measures and restrictions in 

place, and tag and price summer clothes that had been 

stored in our back room. The racks are now overflowing 

with a wide selection of great bargain-priced clothing for 

women, men and children. In addition to clothing, the shop 

is filled with a wonderful assortment of housewares,         

decorative items, books, music, videos, linens, small       

electronics, and more. 
 

Please plan to come to the shop for a visit in July and help 

us celebrate reopening. Remember that every time you 

make a purchase at St. Mary’s Thrift Shop you are helping 

to support St. Mary’s Church. You can also provide support 

by bringing us your donations on Mondays, Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. We thank you in advance for your generosity.  
 

~ Joy Bolger 

Volunteer Dawn Hedgpeth poses behind our new plexiglass shield.  

The racks are overflowing.  
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The deadline for the next edition of the Fisherman will be Tuesday, August 25th.  
Please submit your photos and articles to Paula in the church office at  

stmarysfleeton@gmail.com. 

Announcements 

 

The Reedville Independence Day Celebration this year will be fireworks on Sunday, July 

5th at 9:30 p.m. 

 

Zoom Coffee Hour on Sundays is offered at 12:30 p.m.  

To participate using your computer: 

Using your browser of choice go to http://zoom.us. 

At the top click on Join a Meeting. 

Type in the meeting ID: 759 1130 5437 

Click Join. 

When a new small window pops up click on Open URL: Zoom launcher. 

When asked for a Password, type: 6cX8t5 

When your "square" comes up click Join with Video. 

 

From your smart phone: 

Go to your app store and download Zoom meeting app. 

Open the app. 

Click Join a Meeting. 

Enter the meeting ID: 759 1130 5437 

Click Join. 

Enter password: 6cX8t5 

Click Continue. 

Click Join with Video.  

 

Your Vestry has been making weekly calls to parishioners. Please let us know if we need to 

get in touch with you! You may call the office at 804-453-6712 and leave a message. We will be 

back in touch as soon as possible. 

 

We are keeping limited office hours as our guidelines from the Diocese of Virginia allow.  

Currently Paula is in the office on Tuesday mornings. You may also reach us by email at 

stmarysfleeton@gmail.com. 

 

We are no longer maintaining a fax line at the office. We have discovered that the vast  

majority of faxes received are actually spam.  
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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church-Fleeton 
3020 Fleeton Road 
PO Box 278   
Reedville, VA 22539 
Phone: 804-453-6712 
E-mail: stmarysfleeton@gmail.com 
Web: stmarysfleeton.org 

St. Mary’s: where the road begins... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Fleeton Episcopal Church is a community of faith and fellowship; an open and welcoming congregation  
that is nurturing and supporting of one another. We respect and embrace the various backgrounds and spiritual paths 

of our congregants and neighbors. We share our gifts and talents to minister to the needs of our surrounding  
community as a reflection of God’s grace and  unconditional love. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Fleeton 
3020 Fleeton Road, Reedville, Virginia 22539, 804-453-6712 

stmarysfleeton@gmail.com      stmarysfleeton.org 
 

 

 Priest-In-Charge:   Rev. Sandi Mizirl 
 

 Vestry:    Beverley Biddlecomb, Senior Warden 
     Mary Rowe, Senior Warden 
     Paul Sparks, Junior Warden   
     Bud Bolger 
     Betty Gasper 
     Valli Mittner 
     Brian Wood  
 

 Treasurers:    Betty Gasper 
     Judith DeGroot 
 

 Register:     Alice Sparks 
 

 Parish Administrator:  Paula Stallard 
 

 Minister of Music:  Carina Sprouse 
 

 Council Delegate:   Valli Mittner 
 

 ECW President:   Joy Bolger  
 

 Thrift Shop Manager:  Joy Bolger 


