
ST. MARY’S FISHERMAN 

 Casting our Nets for Christ  

Priest’s Message: 
 

The season of Advent invites us to a landscape that can be 
wondrous and harsh, marked as it is by mystery, by shadows, 
by darkness that attends our Advent journey. Yet it gives us 
an opportunity to be mindful about how we entertain the 
presence of mystery in our lives. It asks us to take a Sabbath 
from some of our certainty and to enter into a landscape and 
a rhythm of waiting, of watching, of wondering – to be still 
long enough to allow the crucial questions of our lives to be 
born. 
 

As we move into advent, what ques-
tion might be waiting to accompany 
you through the coming days? How 
will you watch for it, wait for it,       
welcome it when it comes?  
    

In our watching, 
in our waiting, 
may we live in the place 
where the question is born.  

 

The Christian year begins with Advent. The word Advent 
comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “coming” 
which is a translation of the Greek word parousia. So what is 
Advent?    
 

The season of Advent is designated as the four weeks prior to 
Christmas Day. Most people know that Advent serves as an 
anticipation of Jesus’ birth in a manger in Bethlehem. But 
that is only part of the story. It is also a time when God’s  
people wait for the return of Christ in power and great glory 
to consummate his eternal kingdom. 
 

The church is in a similar situation to Israel at the end of the 
Old Testament: in exile, waiting and hoping in prayerful   
expectation of the coming of the Messiah.  
 

Israel looked back at the gracious past actions of God in  
leading them out of slavery in Egypt at the time of the        
Exodus. At the end of the Old Testament writings Israel 
called upon God to once again come and act on their behalf.   
 

In a similar way the church, during Advent, looks back upon 
Jesus’s birth in a manger in Bethlehem, while at the same 
time looking forward with great anticipation to the second 
coming of Christ and the establishment of God’s Kingdom. 
 

In light of this, the Advent hymn Come, thou long expected 
Jesus represents well the church’s cry during Advent. 
 
 
 

(continued on page 2) 

 

December 2019 
January 2020 

225th Annual Convention of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Virginia 
 

The Annual Diocese of Virginia Convention 

presided over by Right Reverend Susan 

Goff, Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical 

Authority, was held at the Gateway Marriott 

in Arlington, VA, November 14-16, 2019. 

There were more than 450 lay and clerical 

delegates attending. Virginia Diocesan   

Clergy Delegate Kaki Swann and St. Mary’s 

lay Delegate Valli Mittner attended the     

conference. The Diocese’s new Assistant 

Bishop Jennifer Brooke-Davidson was in-

troduced, and Bishop Associate Robert   

Ihloff made his parting address as he is  

returning to the Diocese of Maryland in 

January 2020. 
 

Voting was conducted for members of the 

Diocesan Standing Committee, for Deputies 

to the 80th General Convention to be held in 

Baltimore in 2021, and for Deputies to the 

Provincial Synod which includes dioceses in 

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Delaware, West 

Virginia, and Washington DC.   
 

Presentations were made by organizational 

leaders and ministries, and workshops were 

conducted on church leadership,            

communications, diversity, environmental 

issues, and management of church assets. 

The delegates voted on four Diocesan reso-

l u t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g         

discontinuing single use 

plastic at all churches, 

alcohol use policy at 

churches, clergy pay   

inequity, and water     

intake issues at the    

Monacan Nation Ances-

tral Village and at Grave 

Sites at Native American 

and enslaved peoples 

sites. The Diocesan budget 

was approved and       

candidates for Holy    

Orders were introduced. 

A Service of Holy Eucha-

rist was held on Friday 

evening for the entire 

assemblage.   

Bishop Goff 

Bishop  
Brooke-Davidson 
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      Come, thou long expected Jesus, 
      born to set thy people free; 
      from our fears and sins release us,  
      let us find our rest in thee. 
      (1979 Hymnal #66) 
 

The Advent Wreath first appeared in Germany 
in 1839. The candles were placed on the wheel 
of a cart. Eventually it evolved into a wreath 
made with   evergreens, symbolizing everlasting 
life in the midst of winter. The circle reminds us 
of God’s  unending love and eternal life. There 
are four   candles representing the four Sundays 
in  Advent. There are three purple candles and 
one is rose. The Rose candle is the Guadete 
Candle and is lit on the third Sunday. Guadete 
is Latin for rejoice. On that Sunday we are to 
rejoice and be glad in the promise of God’s    
redemption. 
 

The Collects for the Sundays in Advent, which 

can be found in the Book of Common Prayer on 

pages 211 and 212, make wonderful prayers be-

fore lighting the candles on your home Advent 

Wreath each night.   
 

Sandi+ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Christmas 

 
A Liturgy for those who  

suffer sadness,  

disappointment, loss,  
grief or loneliness  

 
 Saturday, December 21nd 

6PM St. Mary’s, Fleeton 

Christmas is Sharing 
 

The best gift of all is not under the tree, 

the gift of God’s love sent to you and to me. 

God sent us his own Son from heaven above, 

to show us, God’s children, the meaning of love. 

 

So, let us remember that this time of year 

is all about sharing with those God holds dear. 

To share what we have with the hungry and cold 

is the same as to share it with Jesus we’re told. 

-Author Unknown   
 

Opportunities for Sharing: 
 

Episcopal Relief & Development: Episcopal Relief 

& Development is the compassionate response of The 

Episcopal Church to human suffering in the world. 

Hearing God’s call to seek and serve Christ in all persons 

and to respect the dignity of every human being,       

Episcopal Relief & Development serves to bring together 

the generosity of Episcopalians and others with the 

needs of the world. Episcopalrelief.org 
 

Heifer Project: ENDING POVERTY FROM THE 

GROUND UP. We work locally, alongside the             

communities we serve, providing livestock and training 

in sustainable agricultural and business practices to   

create the most opportunity for the individuals and  

communities with whom we partner. Heifer.org 
 

Eastern State Hospital: Eastern State Hospital     

Volunteer Services is reaching out to the community to 

request donations to help brighten the 2019 holiday    

season for their patients. Mary Lynn Slaughter is   

collecting checks and gifts to take to Williamsburg on 

Dec. 17. Checks are recommended; gently used clothing, 

stationary sets, greeting cards, lip gloss, throws, hats, 

gloves, socks and other personal items are accepted. 
 

United Thank Offering: The United Thank Offering 

(UTO) is a ministry of The Episcopal Church for the  

mission of the whole church. Through UTO, individuals 

are invited to embrace and deepen a personal daily   

spiritual discipline of gratitude. UTO encourages people 

to notice the good things that happen each day, give 

thanks to God for those blessings and make an offering 

for each blessing using a UTO Blue Box. UTO is           

entrusted to receive the offerings, and to distribute the 

100% of what is collected to support innovative mission 

and ministry throughout The Episcopal Church and 

Provinces of the Anglican Communion.  
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ECW News 
 

At an ECW meeting on November 3, 2019, the members approved a 2020 
budget totaling $59,275, which includes a pledge of $34,000 to St. Mary’s (an 
increase of $2,000 over the 2019 budget), and a contribution of $1,500 to the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund. Also at this meeting, the members elected 2020 
ECW officers as follows:  
 

President – Joy Bolger 
Co-Secretaries – Carol Cole and Valli Mitner 

Treasurer – Betty Gasper 
 

The ECW will host a Christmas party in the Parish 
hall on Thursday, December 12 at 2 pm, for all 
church women and all thrift shop volunteers. Again 
this year, it will be a “tea party” type of event; and 
participants are asked to bring sweet or savory     
finger-foods to share. Beverages will be provided.  
Again, the party will include a random gift           
exchange, featuring gifts purchased from the thrift 

shop for $7 or less. Opening our gifts is always great fun, and can even be      
uproarious when some of the more unusual gifts are revealed. Please come! It’s 
a lovely way to celebrate the season in Christian fellowship. 
 

At the Thrift Shop, we now have a fully 
stocked “Christmas Shop,” featuring 
decorations, linens, ornaments, cards, 
wreaths, clothing and almost anything 
else you could want to make your       
holidays bright.  
 

Also, throughout the shop there are   
numerous items that would make lovely 
Christmas gifts; so please come and help 
support your church by Christmas    
shopping with us.            ~ Joy Bolger 

 

 

Blue Christmas 
 

Give sorrow words; 
The grief that does not speak 
Knits up the o'er-wrought heart 
And bids it 
"Break!" 
  - Wm Shakespeare 

 

What is Blue Christmas service? The Blue Christmas Service is a non-

traditional service with candle-lighting and communion, especially for those who 

feel the blues during the Christmas season. Also known as the Longest Night Ob-

servance, this type of service is usually scheduled near the time of the winter sol-

stice–the darkest day of the year. 
 

The idea behind the services is to provide a quiet, contemplative service as an al-

ternative to the more traditional gatherings as a way to care for those who are sad 

or struggling whilst those around them are caught up in celebrating. 

 

BIRTHDAYS  
AND  

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

December 
Birthdays: 

 

4th Olivia Williams 
6th David Haynie 

10th Greg Corsa 
13th Betty Gasper 

 
December  

Anniversary: 
 

27th Olivia and 
Charles Williams 

 
 

January  
Birthdays: 

 

10th Kathy Corsa 
10th Rose Rockson 

11th Danica Jamison 
13th Grant Biddlecomb 

15th Dennis Dalpino 
19th Roger Bruneault 

21st Judith DeGroot 
30th Will Slaughter 

31st Laura Phelps 
 

January  
Anniversary: 

 
11th Joy and Bud  

Bolger 
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Vatican II is the name given to a council 

called in October of 1963 by Pope John 

XXIII. The gathering of more than 2,600 

scholars, bishops and theologians         

completed their work in December 1965. 

 

Many areas of church life were discussed. A 

strong document stating that the Church 

moves forward in time, developing a    

deeper understanding of what is handed 

down about the Reign of God, was approved on November 18, 

1965.   

 

This council had an influence on the liturgical reforms and the 

understanding of the part of the laity on several prominent   

Christian denominations, the Episcopal Church being one. The 

understanding that the laity, as well as the clergy, have a full role 

in the life of the church through their baptism became a visible 

part of the liturgy in the Episcopal Church and our understanding 

of the place of Holy Eucharist in regular worship. In the 1928 

Book of Common Prayer, Morning Prayer was the main service 

on  Sunday morning. Once a month there would be a service of 

Holy Communion. This and the laity’s part in the liturgy was one 

of the reforms made in the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. The 

laity took a larger role in the liturgy by reading the lessons from 

scripture, by leading the prayers of the people, and serving as lay 

Eucharistic ministers, which had previously all been done by the 

clergy. In addition, the understanding that Morning Prayer was 

something that everyone could say at home, and that Sundays 

were feast days and a celebration of the resurrection, Holy     

Communion and the service of Holy Eucharist became the norm 

for the principal service on Sunday morning. 

 

The idea of doing Morning Prayer one Sunday each month was 

presented to the vestry when Sandi, our priest, went to quarter 

time in September 2019. The reason there is no sermon or     

Communion is to save the money that a supply priest would cost 

the church. The budget provides for one supply priest a month. 

Sandi is scheduled two Sundays a month and on any fifth Sunday 

in the month. The first Sunday of the month will be Morning 

Prayer for the present. Jennifer Adams, Alice Sparks, and Pat 

DeGroot have all generously agreed to lead Morning Prayer on a 

rotating basis. This may mean that some of our parish will choose 

to attend another parish when we do not provide a sermon and 

communion.   

Liturgical Changes from Vatican II 

The Liturgical changes that came out of the work done at the Roman  

Catholic Vatican II and how that impacted in part the revision of the  

1928 Book of Common Prayer in 1979. 

A Message for Advent 
 

"Be still and know that I am God."  
          (Psalm 46:11) 
 

Be Still. Slow Down. It's Advent. 
 

When I was a parish priest, we would 
hang signs with those words all over 
the church buildings. We did it because 
in the crush of preparing to celebrate 
Jesus who came to earth as a newborn 
two thousand years ago, stillness can be 
elusive. Without moments of stillness, 
the press of shopping and making,   
parties and baking can overwhelm us. 
We might forget that Christmas has 
anything to do with Jesus. We might 
forget that Jesus not only came in the 
past, but that Jesus comes to us in the 
present and that Jesus will come again 
in God's anticipated future. When we 
forget any of the tenses of Jesus'      
coming, our Advent wonder is            
flattened. 
 

Being still and slowing down gives God 
room to move in our lives and to       
remind us of what our preparations are 
really all about. So why not adopt a 
simple, daily practice -- like having a 
cup of tea or coffee with God each day? 
Prepare your hot beverage as usual, any 
time of day, then close the door on   
everything else for ten minutes as you 
drink it. You can talk to God as you 
would to any friend with whom you 
share a cup. You can spill out your    
anger and hurt, as you would with a 
loved one whom you know deep down 
will love you no matter what. You can 
sit in complete silence as you would 
with someone who knows you so well 
that you don't have to say a word. Just 
sit. Just be. Just for the time it takes to 
drink one cup. 
 

 God has always been with you. God 
will always be with you. So enjoy the 
warmth of the mug in your hands.    
Enjoy the wonder of the warmth of 
God's love as you prepare to celebrate 
again the greatest love of all. 
 

Faithfully yours, 
 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff,  
Bishop Suffragan and Ecclesiastical   
Authority 



Upcoming Events 
 

December 1st: 
New Vestry Commissioning 
Tree Trimming Coffee Hour 

 
December 10th: 

Movie Committee 11 a.m. 

 

December 11th: 
Vestry 6 p.m. 

 
December 12th: 

ECW Christmas Party, 2 p.m. 

 

December 21st: 
Blue Christmas Service, 7 p.m. 

 
December 24th: 

Christmas Eve Service, 8:45 p.m. 

 
January  5th: 

Epiphany Service of Light, 5p.m. 
Texas Bar-b-que will follow. 

 
January 11th: 

Vestry Retreat, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

 
January 14th: 

Movie Committee, 11 a.m. 

 
January 17th: 

Newsletter deadline 

 
 
 
 

PRAYERS FOR  
THE PEOPLE 

Charles Strickler, David Haynie, 
Carol Clark, Richard Clark, Ray 
Rogers, Jean Hudnall, Winifred 
Delano, Alene Robinson, Ada     
Williams, Lois Hett, Donald 
Freund, Sydney Dunn, Glen       
Barberio, Mike and Ellie Roberts, 
Steve Barberio, Paul Carey, Claire 
Michie, David Michie, Marsha 
Hast, Chas Rowe, Judith DeGroot, 
Kaki Swann, Bruce and Linda 
Booth. 
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A Prayer for the New Year 
 
Gracious God, you make all things new. You bring hope alive in our hearts and 
call our spirits to live into your new creation. Thank you for this new year, for 
all the potential it holds. Kindle in us a desire to seek and do your will, that 
many will see your wonders and believe. May the light of your love brighten 
the hearts of the lonely and outcast that your whole creation would be united 
in the praise of your glorious name. Amen. 
 

For a New Beginning  
by John O’Donohue from his book - To Bless the Space Between Us 

 

In out-of-the-way places of the heart, 
Where your thoughts never think to wander, 
This beginning has been quietly forming, 
Waiting until your were ready to emerge. 
 
For a long time it has watched your desire, 
Feeling the emptiness growing inside you, 
Noticing how you willed yourself on, 
Still unable to leave what you had outgrown. 
 
It watched you play with the seduction of safety 
And the gray promises that sameness whispered, 
Heard the waves of turmoil rise and relent, 
Wondered would you always live like this. 
 
Then the delight, when your courage kindled, 
And out you stepped onto new ground, 
Your eyes young again with energy and dream, 
A path of plenitude opening before you. 
 
Though your destination is not yet clear 
You can trust the promise of this opening; 
Unfurl yourself into the grace of beginning 
That is at one with your life’s desire. 
 
Awaken your spirit to adventure; 
Hold nothing back, learn to find ease in risk; 
Soon you will be home in a hew rhythm, 
For your soul senses the world that awaits you. 

Epiphany Service of Light 
 

Service of Light reminds us that Jesus is the light of 
the world revealed to the Gentile wise men. A     
message of hope for the whole world. 
 

The service will begin at 6pm with Texas Bar-b-que 
to follow. 
 

Members of St. Mary's are invited to bring a side 
dish to go along with the brisket, prime rib, pork 
ribs and sausage. Texas chewy pecan pralines for 

dessert. Meat shipped from Kreuz Meat Market, Lockhart, and pralines 
from Lammes Candy, Austin. 
 

This is a great opportunity to invite friends to visit a service at St. Mary's 
and stay for food and fellowship. The dinner is free; donations for St. 
Mary's are accepted. 



St. Mary’s Episcopal Church-Fleeton 
3020 Fleeton Road 
PO Box 278   
Reedville, VA 22539 
Phone: 804-453-6712 
Fax804-453-7146 
E-mail: stmarysfleeton@gmail.com 
Web: www.stmarysfleeton.org 

St. Mary’s: where the road begins... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Fleeton Episcopal Church is a community of faith and fellowship; an open and welcoming congregation  
that is nurturing and supporting of one another. We respect and embrace the various backgrounds and spiritual paths 

of our congregants and neighbors. We share our gifts and talents to minister to the needs of our surrounding  
community as a reflection of God’s grace and  unconditional love. 

 

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Fleeton 
3020 Fleeton Road, Reedville, Virginia 22539, 804-453-6712 

stmarysfleeton@gmail.com      stmarysfleeton.org 
 

 

 Priest-In-Charge:   Rev. Sandi Mizirl 
 

 Vestry:    Janet Lewis, Sr. Warden   
     Paul Sparks, Jr. Warden   
     Dawn Biddlecomb  
     Bud Bolger 
     Valli Mittner 
     Mary Rowe 
     Brian Wood  
 

 Treasurers:    Betty Gasper 
     Judith DeGroot 
 

 Register:     Alice Sparks 
 

 Parish Administrator:  Paula Stallard 
 

 Minister of Music:  Carina Sprouse 
 

 Council Delegate:   Valli Mittner 
 

 ECW President:   Joy Bolger  
 

 Thrift Shop Manager:  Joy Bolger 


